
Dear Parents and Friends of Stafford Manor,  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support for Stafford Manor High School  

We have had a very positive Autumn term with a huge range of activities developed for our students to 

support them with their academic learning, to improve their knowledge and understanding of the world, 

to support them with their aspirations and plans for the future, to keep students safe in school and to 

encourage positive attendance.  

Attendance matters!  

I am pleased to share that the school is currently +1.1% above attendance rates for this time last year 

and +2.1% up on cumulative attendance rates also. This is an outstanding achievement and one which 

will enable more of our children to do better at school. I would like to thank you all for supporting this 

key whole school initiative and would request that you continue to support the school by sending your 

children into school every day.  

Rewards and Celebrations in the last week of term.  

We have had a really positive end to the Autumn term, which has seen a wide range of students 

rewarded through our gold, silver and bronze reward system. Well done to all of our students this term 

and please remember that it is a fresh start for all students from 7 January. 

Return to school 

A reminder please that school will begin again for all students from Tuesday 7 January 2025.  

Gates will open as normal from 8.30am that day. We are looking forward to welcoming all students 

back to school that day and the usual attendance rewards will be in place from the start of term.  

Merry Christmas!  

I would like to wish all of our students, their families and our wonderful staff and partners a very merry 

Christmas. Please enjoy the time with each other over Christmas. Stay safe and we will see you all 

again in 2025.  

 

Best wishes, as always  

 

 

 

 

Rhys Adams  

Headteacher  
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Annual Christmas Raffle 
 
Mrs Mandley has run her annual Christmas raffle again this year. 
We had 28 prizes this year.  Students received a raffle ticket in all 
lessons over the last 2 weeks for using the 4Rs.  
Here are some of our winners. Well done! 
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Achievement – OVER 83,000 achievement points have been 
issued this term so far!!!  



  

 

THURSDAY 19th DECEMBER  

Well done to all students who were 

part of the rewards on Thursday, the 

winning film was the GRINCH!!! It 

was lovely have all students enjoying 

some festivities together!  

Also thank you to all students who 
contributed towards the cake sale we 
raised over £245 which is fabulous!  

Uniform reminder: 

A reminder for January, please ensure all students come back to school with the correct 
equipment and uniform to ensure January is a positive start to a new term. Please also 
note nose piercings will need to be clear or covered. Any students in incorrect 
uniform or do not meet the piercing expectations will be in isolation until re-
solved.  



Reading at Home 
At Stafford Manor High School, developing our students’ reading skills to their maximum po-
tential is an absolute priority for us, our approach to reading is to meet our pupils where they 
are and to help them to reach for two goals: 
• Functional literacy and, 
• A love of reading. 

  
Parents can play a vital role in promoting reading for pleasure at home. Here are some sug-
gestions: 
• Create a dedicated reading space at home. This should ideally be somewhere quiet and 

comfortable, with no visible distractions (i.e.: games consoles). 
• Establish a set routine for reading time (i.e.: 20 minutes before bed). 
• Read with your child, taking it in turns to each take a page. Try to discuss what has been 

read and what your child thinks might happen next. 
• Give a book as a birthday or Christmas present (ideally tailored towards your child’s in-

terests). 
• Reading doesn’t always have to be about books. If your child has a particular hobby, why 

not see if there are relevant magazines available? 
Mobile phones are often seen as the enemy of books. But not necessarily! Here are some 
great apps for supporting and encouraging reading: 
 
Home Reading Support 
Mobile phones are often seen as the enemy of books. But not necessarily! Here are 
some great apps for supporting and encouraging reading: 
 

 
Mobile phones are often seen as the enemy of books. But not necessarily! Here are 
some great apps for supporting and encouraging reading: 
 

                              
Marvel Unlimited: Read the comic books that inspired your favourite super heroes and     
villains on the big screen! Available online and App 

Kindle: Never be without a book – Kindle books you have purchased on Amazon will          
automatically appear in your app. 
First News: The app version of the award-winning, weekly British newspaper written for chil-
dren and young people (aged 7-14). 
The Week Junior: The app version of Britain’s fastest growing children’s magazine, written 
for 8-14 year olds. It’s filled with fascinating stories and information, written to engage young 
minds and encourage them to explore.  
 
There are also some fantastic websites that offer reading support and advice:  

 

 
 

 

  

 
‘Schools have no more fundamental responsibility than teaching children to read…

Nothing is more important in education than ensuring that every child can read 
well.’ 

Reading: The Next Steps, DfE 2015 

Mrs Gurmin—Literacy and Reading Lead 

www.literacytrust.org.uk: Provides a 
fantastic range of reading resources and 
advice   

www.booktrust.org.uk: An excellent 
website for identifying books that may 
interest your child 

www.schoolreadinglist.co.uk:        

Provides some great reading list    

suggestions, including the sorts of 

magazines your child may enjoy   

www.bdadyslexia.org.uk: Provides 
some excellent advice and resources for 
supporting young people with dyslexia  



Accelerated Reader and MyOn 
  
Don’t forget to logon to your Accelerated Reader account over 
the Christmas break.  You can complete quizzes for any books 
you have read, you can read online using MyOn and then 
complete a quiz and you can check your progress.  How many 
words you have read so far this year – will you become a 
word millionaire in 2025? 
  
 
 
National Reading Champions Quiz 2025. 
  
Following the success of our Book Club, we would like to enter the National Reading Cham-
pions Quiz 2025.  This is a National competition that quizzes students on the most popular 
modern books, YA fiction and many classics.  If you love reading, you love quizzing and you 
know your Harry Potters from your Harry Wormwoods then sign up!  Come and see Mrs Gur-
min in the New Year to sign up to the team.  We will meet weekly to read, answer quiz ques-
tions and create our own quizzes! 
 
 

 



 



Art and Textiles Coursework 
 
All GCSE Art and Textiles coursework needs to be 
handed in on Friday 10th January. This includes all 
marine life coursework, animals coursework and any 
other work that students have completed in Year 10 
and Year 11.  
 
This will be securely locked away as students will     
receive their exam paper week commencing 
13 January 2025.  
 
Students 10 hour exam will be on Friday 2 May and Tuesday 6 May due to the bank holiday 
being on the Monday.  
 
 
 



History Question and Answer 
 
As part of developing a passion for a career in history, a selection of Year 7 to 11 students 
took part in a history livestream hosted by the British Library. The talk was from promi-
nent historian Professor Janina Ramirez. The students invited were those who'd entered a 
competition set by Mr. Mainwaring and who have shown an interest in the study of history.  
 
The students were amazing and showed a good interest in the talk. We also had our ques-
tion, 'What is the best thing about being a historian?', selected by the organisers of the 
talk, which Professor Ramirez gave a passionate response to.  

Re-opening on Wednesday 8 January 2025 

Open to all parents.  Join us for a cup of tea, coffee and a biscuit, or even to collect some 

food from our Food Hub. 

Open to all 

Wednesday : 2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

Friday : 11.00 a.m. — 1.00 p.m. 

 


